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Editorial 

What a year we’ve had and with an 

increase in membership numbers this year, 

we can now expect more sailors and more 

boats on the water than ever before for 

2023. 

We will have a full programme of racing 

events lined up, optimist and mixed dingy 

training and with our new Cruiser Class 

Captain Vince Donnelly, we can expect lots 

of exciting adventures offshore. One 

passage currently being planned is a trip to 

the Scillies in August. 

Speaking of offshore sailing, ISORA, the 

Irish Sailing Offshore Racing Association 

has invited all sailors in Cove SC who may 

be interested in competitive but fun racing 

across the Irish Sea to Wales and along the 

Irish Coastline, to get in touch. More 

details on this exciting opportunity later in 

this newsletter. 

It was great to see the club buzzing last 

weekend when we held our inaugural 

Christmas Dinghy Race. Next year this will 

be an Open Race and we look forward to 

welcoming sailors from clubs across the 

harbour such as Monkstown Bay SC and 

Royal Cork Yacht Club.  

We were delighted to have renowned 

photographer Bob Bateman lend his own 

particular brand of magic to the day’s 

events in the form of a beautiful set of 

photographs recording a special occasion 

in spectacular Winter sunlight.  

We also warmly welcomed Tom 

McSweeney to the club where he did a 

podcast on our new club boat ‘Holy Ground 

Lady’, gifted by John Hennessy, which has 

been published on Afloat magazine and an 

article in the Evening Echo. 

Yours in sailing 

Cathy Mullan 

Editor 

 

 



 

 
 

Dear Members, 

On Behalf of Cathy Mullan and myself, we are very excited to have the opportunity to serve as your 

Vice Commodore and Commodore as we celebrate our 104th year and would like to wish all our 

members and families a very happy Christmas and prosperous New Year. 

Our newly elected committee brings an excellent skill set along with passion and enthusiasm for the 

club. 

Feedback from the recent AGM was beneficial, and several excellent points were spoken about, and we 

now must address them.  

Communication with all stakeholders is a crucial element for any successful club, it must be stressed 

that Cove Sailing club is a volunteer organisation.  

In the short term, we have added a new notice board to the club website and would encourage all 

members to check it out. 

Over the past 20 years, the club has undergone rapid transformation due to the hard work and vision 

of past committees, for which we will always be extremely grateful. 

The club has transitioned from humble beginnings to now having a permanent clubhouse, dinghy park 

with changing facilities and workshop and is only one of the very few Irish Sailing Clubs to own and 

operate a marina.  

We have an extremely vibrant dinghy scene. With numbers growing weekly, it is most satisfying to see 

the junior sailing programme going from strength to strength, with members now in the mix for regional 

titles; as a club, we must ensure that we encourage and support its continued growth. 

This year we were delighted to welcome a host of new cruiser racing boats to the club, and we look 

forward to engaging with all boat owners to plan out a successful sailing season ahead.  

Cove Sailing Club was very fortunate for our cruiser racing to sail out of East ferry in the past, and we 

all enjoyed some fantastic times afloat and ashore; it is essential that we incorporate our members who 

are berthed there, and we will be reaching out over the coming weeks for feedback from all 

stakeholders. 

Our members have undertaken some fantastic voyages in the past and have a wealth of knowledge and 

offshore experience. We hope to nurture and expand the cruising section of the club and would welcome 

communications from our cruising sailors. 

We will be holding a members’ forum on the Sat 28th January, and we would like all members to take a 

little time and let us know your thoughts, opinions and what in particular you would like us to focus on 

for the 2023 season and beyond. 

Looking forward to receiving your thoughts and comments, 

Kind regards 

Dominic & Cathy on behalf of Cove Sailing Club’s Committee. 

 

Commodore’s Address 

 



Spring Training on Holy Ground Lady for Mixed Dinghies and Optimists 

Talented sailor and Merchant Navy Cadet George Radley Junior will be launching the 

club’s pride and joy ‘Holy Ground Lady’ as soon as the weather gets warm enough to 

bring out sailors from the Mixed Dinghy Group and Optimist Group.  

 

George had the 

honour of being 

the first sailor to 

sail the boat 

‘under sail’ in 

December’s 

Christmas Dinghy 

race when local 

man John 

Hennessy 

officially gifted 

the boat to the 

club  

John had mainly 

used her for 

fishing and had 

many happy years 

aboard. He would 

like to see the boat being used by as many sailors as possible in the club, particularly the young sailors. 

George enjoyed the experience and said she is a brilliant boat to sail, and he would now like to help out 

with getting as many youngsters as possible on board for a sail on the harbour. 

“As soon as the 

weather gets warm 

enough, let’s go!”, 

he said. Why wait 

indeed! It is 

expected to get 

these sessions up 

and running 

around Easter.  

Details will be 

announced well in 

advance via whats 

app and the club 

website. 

 

 

 



Special thanks to Photographer Bob Bateman for the gallery below 

of our Inaugural Christmas Dinghy Race 



 





 



 

 

  





 



 



  



  



Online Navigation Courses with Sailcork.com starting 4th January 2023 

Sailcork’s increasingly popular online Navigation courses starts on Wednesday 4th January. Now 

running for 3 years, Sailcork discovered online was the way to go for Shore based Day skipper and 

Yacht master navigational courses. 

Eddie English said: “You probably know that 

SailCork has been running shore-based 

Navigation Courses for over 30 years with 

several thousand happy, satisfied customers - 

but we have now changed the format. 

We have been running our new, very special 

online Navigation Courses for the last 3 years - 

it has been a huge success using zoom and going 

online! 

We use our special WATCH (our video), READ (our reference books), DO (the RYA exercise) and finally 

REVIEW the answers with an interactive session with the SailCork team.  

BETTER RESULTS! 

Our customer feedback indicates 

that our pupils are much happier 

working from the comfort of their 

own homes and not having to travel 

to class. They appreciate the 

detailed videos made by the 

SailCork team for each subject. Our 

results are better too!! 

Most of all they appreciate the 

online, interactive, weekly class 

with the SailCork team led by me.  The instructor team encourage each pupil to strive to achieve their 

goals and to finish the course and gain the qualification.  

Navigation Courses have proven their worth in improving safety awareness, accuracy of navigation 

and enhancing confidence and enjoyment afloat.” 

Check out this short video (https://tinyurl.com/SailCorkDSNavShort) which explains all about the 

online, interactive Day Skipper Navigation Course. 

The SailCork online Day Skipper navigation course begins on Jan 4 and runs for 16 weekly classes. Full 

details on https://sailcork.com/rya-day-skipper-navigation/ or call Jo English on 021 4811237. 

  

https://tinyurl.com/SailCorkDSNavShort
https://sailcork.com/rya-day-skipper-navigation/


ISORA 

Judging by the huge interest in the Round Ireland Race talk by 

Ed Lane last season, there is undoubtedly a thirst for racing 

offshore amongst members. The Irish Sea Offshore Racing 

Association has just published their calendar for 2023 and there 

is an extensive list of races scheduled to start in April.  

Having raced with ISORA for five years - from 2010 to 2014 – I 

would strongly urge any sailor out there with a thirst for 

adventure to try it out. It is flexible racing, and you can choose 

and plan what races you wish to take part in.  

Peter Ryan, who is ISORA Chairman, and a member of the National Yacht Club in Dun Laoghaire, is an 

extremely friendly chap and will link up sailors with boats.  

My experience of ISORA included sailing with skippers in their 

early thirties to mid-eighties; ISORA welcomes sailors of all 

ages. 

Now more than ever before, ISORA runs several coastal races 

simultaneously in Ireland and in Wales which start early in the 

season in April.  

These races are 35 nm and provide a good opportunity to get 

those sea legs working again after the long winter, and to 

meet up socially with crews in the clubhouse afterwards. 

Races will then take place from Dun Laoghaire over to 

Pwllheli and Holyhead in Wales, and up to Strangford Lough.  

Racing with ISORA on a consistent basis prepares you then for taking part in the longer races such as 

the Dun Laoghaire to Dingle Race and the Round Ireland.  

 

These races are tough but lots of fun 

and friendships are made for life 

after them. They were certainly 

highlights of my time in ISORA, 

especially competing in the Fastnet 

Race. 

Recently ISORA and SCORA, along 

with the National Yacht Club and 

Royal Cork Yacht Club revived the 

famous Irish offshore race, the 

“Kingstown to Queenstown Race”. 

This is a 270-mile race that starts in 

Dun Laoghaire, rounds the Fastnet Rock and finishes in Cobh. It is now two races in one, the second 

option is to race directly from Dun Laoghaire to Cobh, without rounding the Fastnet.  

 



 

The next race will be in 2024 which will 

give sailors plenty of time before then to 

cut their teeth on a number of ISORA 

races.  

Cove Sailing Club will be encouraging 

sailors to think offshore in the coming 

season, what’s not to say that maybe the 

Entry List for the 2024 Kingstown to 

Queenstown race won’t have several Cove 

Sailing Club boats listed? Peter Ryan can 

be contacted at peterdmryan@gmail.com 

or text him on 087 254 5037. 

 

ISORA RACE SCHEDULE 2023 

Race No.  Ire
lan
d 

W
al
es 

Weightin
g 

1 CI1 & 2 CW1 15th April Dun Laoghaire to Dun Laoghaire – Coastal Race - 
35 m 

Pwllheli to Pwllheli – Coastal - 35 m 0.9 

3CI2 & 4CW2 22nd April Dun Laoghaire to Dun Laoghaire – Coastal Race - 
35 m 

Pwllheli to Pwllheli – Coastal - 35 m 0.9 

5CI3 & 6CW3 29th April Dun Laoghaire to Dun Laoghaire – Coastal Race – 
35 m 

Pwllheli to Pwllheli – Coastal - 35 m 0.9 

7 O1 6th May Dun Laoghaire - Pwllheli 1.2 

8 O2 20th May Pwllheli - Dun Laoghaire 1.2 

9 O3 7th June Dun Laoghaire – Dingle D2D 1.2 

10CI4 & 11CW4 24th June Dun Laoghaire to Dun Laoghaire – Coastal Race – 
35 m 

Pwllheli to Pwllheli – Coastal - 35 m 0.9 

12 O4 1st July Holyhead - Dun Laoghaire Lyver Trophy Race (fixed course to be announced) 1.2 

13CI5 22nd July Dun Laoghaire to Dun Laoghaire – Coastal Race – 35 m  

14 O5 11th August Holyhead to Strangford Lough - tie in with Royal Ulster YC (fixed course to be announced) 1.2 

15 O6 13th August From Strangford Lough – Mid Irish Sea Finish 1.2 

16 CI6N & 
17CW5 

18th August Dun Laoghaire to Dun Laoghaire – Coastal Night 
Race 

Pwllheli to Pwllheli – Coastal - 35 m 0.9 

18 CW6 26th August  Pwllheli to Pwllheli – Coastal - 35 m 0.9 

19CW7 27th August  Pwllheli to Pwllheli – Coastal - 35 m 0.9 

20CW8 2nd Sept  Pwllheli to Pwllheli – Coastal Night Race 0.9 

21 O7 9th Sept Pwllheli – Kish Light - Dun Laoghaire 1.2 
 

 

mailto:peterdmryan@gmail.com


Passage to the Scillies planned for August 

Cruiser Class Captain 

Vince Donnelly is 

busy planning a 

week long Scillies 

trip for the August 

Bank Holiday 

weekend, starting 

Saturday 5th August 

until Saturday 12th 

August. Details to be 

communicated via 

the Cruising what’s 

app group and on 

the club website. 

Vince has sailed 

previously to the 

Scillies, one noteable trip was a solo one 12 years ago on his Shipman 28, Ben Lui in company with 

Eddie English of Sailcork. Vince is working on a navigation route around the islands and welcomes 

input from all sailors interested in coming along. 

 



 

 

 

 



2023 Dates for you Diary 
 
 

January 28th Members Forum 
 
 

February 18th Members day 
 
 

March 17th St Patricks Day 
 
 

May 20th Ballinacurra cup / Brooklands 
 
 

June - Club Racing 
 
 

July - Club Racing 
 
 

Aug - Club Racing & Isles of Scillies Cruise 
 
 
 

Sept 9th - Blackrock race 
 
 

Oct 
 
 

Nov 21 AGM 
 
 

Dec 16th Christmas Dinghy Race 

 

 

Seasonal Viewing - 

Sit back and relax this 

Christmas and watch some 

amazing sailing films: 

 

 

 


